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Seven little fox kits beg their mother for a scary story, but when
they receive none they decide to go to the scariest storyteller in
the forest. Rising up from a stack of bones, the teller tells the tale
of two fox families that romped through the land long ago. The
first fox is Mia, forced to leave her home when disease strikes
the ones she loves most. Ully is the runt of a litter with a small
shriveled paw, mocked by his other sisters. When Mr. Scratch
comes to visit, Ully’s life is threatened to the point where he too
must flee his home. Together these two kits meet up and start
their adventure together, facing the nightmares their family
told them existed outside of home. But courage never fails and
together they strive through their obstacles with hope—becoming
something much bigger than they ever thought they could be.
This is a great book full of scary parts that are equally balanced
with really sweet and heartwarming moments. Heidicker creates
very evocative imagery with phrases like “the leaves blushed
red,” “Roots dripped over its mouth,” and “Fog oozed from its
throat.” The story has gray pictures that look like they were
whisked together with a dry brush, creating an ethereal feeling
perfect for this book. Using a mixture of black and white pages,
Heidicker is able to change the mood of the book and readers
can differentiate between the scenes that are happening in
the present time and those that have occurred in the past. The
reactions and relations between the foxes in the story ring true
as they play around and nibble on their mom’s face with the beta
and alpha kit in charge. What seems to starts out as just a couple
of scary stories, blends together to tell the narrative of some very
courageous foxes who learn how bad things can turn into hope.
The well-known Beatrix Potter makes an appearance in this book,
but under a ghastly light. Some scenes may be a bit scary for
younger children, but they are balanced with lighter moments that
also occur.
*Contains mild violence
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